Memoirs of Rhode~Tslal —

1663,

Tha commissioners of the Towns of
Rrovidence nnd Warwick met ngain, at
Warwick the 13th of Augnst 1053,
whero they nnswered a letter from the
Mussachusetts, in which they remonstra-
ted against being drawn into the war
against the Dutch—they also wroto to
Mr. Williams their account of Dyre's
praceedings, nnd of their boing nrged to

A guve up their former procendm"s, as
pall, but eay they “being still in the
mmnrdarynu left us, und observing

'%J,” ‘égran ovils such a ocourso would

);_,glzhns,upon us.

’5"?@ {Fjraidy, the hazord _of all tho disor-
Wars and blood shed® which have been

‘m tommitted on Rhode Island, since their
seperation from us."”

"Secondly,,the evading und frustra-
ting . Julllcu in, lllvers weighty causes,

"*liusn 6rd¢r]y dapundmg ‘in our courts, in
éa e of which ensea Mr. Smith and Mr,
VYilliam Field &c. were doeply concern-
od.* ks
» 'I‘lma[om they could not yield to
iuuh a motmn.
3 \\ L’l‘hh couy Iwnl adjournsd, until John
Q{x ayXe: Gnnurn Asaisiant for Providepco
nm] Smkcroy'Wnskulo Goneral Assiste
wn nl fdr ;Wurwnck, should see causc to
‘i}bﬁppqinl timo and place.
’«. ’.l‘hu appeors to have been the last
meming of, Providence and Warwick,
w,‘»by commusmnere.

Br. Williame, and Mr. Clarke, wgre
il in England attending to the duties
of their appolntments, vs ogents, one
for Providence and Warwick, and the
others for Thu Island ; but s the main

. oh;ccl of both was,the samo, thoy united
llmr labors, They had pany cnomies,
and di to' but
BUCLRss ﬁnully cfownd thair efforts,

Me. Williama wrote to l’r‘uvudoncn &
Warwick as fullows :—

From Sir Henry Vane's st April st
‘Ballunu in Lincolnabhire, *63 (so
callad.)

“My dear and lovmg friends and
neighbore of Providence and Warwick 3
aur noble friend Bir ITonry Vane, havs
ing the navy of England mostly depen-
ding on his care; and going down to the
navy at Portsmouths X wag invited by
them both to nccompany his lady to
Lincolnshiro, where I shall yet stny a1
foar until the ship is gone; I must
thorefore pray your pardon that by the
post I sand this to London. I hopa it
may, bave plansed tho most high Lord
of sen and land to bring Capt. Ch-rat-n's
eliip and dear Mr. Dyre uato you, and
with him the councils lettors, which an-
swer the petitiorf Sir Honry Vany .and
mysolfdrew up, nnd the council by 8if
Henry's meditation grantad ue, for the
confirmation of the' clmrtur. until the de-
tormination. of tho coutroversy, This
doterminition you may pleu;u to undar-
stand is ﬁlndorod by two anain obstruce
tions. The firat is the miglty war with
the Dutch, which makes England an

Jnr, and perchance to the sinking and
4

king about one hundred of theirs,"and
but oue of ours which was sunk by our
own men. Our sccond obstruction is
the opposition of our ady ies, Sir
Arther Haselrig and Colonel Fenwicke,
who hath married his daughter, Mr.
Winslow nd Mr. Hopkins; both in
great place ; aund all the friénds they
can make in the parliament and council
and all the priests both presbyterian and
independant § 8o that wo stand as two
armios ready to ongage, observing the
otions nnd’pos‘lures cach of other, and
yet shy each of ather—Under God tho
aheet nnchor of our ship is Sir Ieary,
who will do as the eye of God leads him
and hn faithfully promised meo that he
would ‘shserve the motion of our New-<
England business, while I stayed soms‘
ten weeks with his lady in Llnculnshlrc.‘
‘Besido here is great thoughts and prep-
eration for o new parliamont 3 some of‘
our fricnds are apt to think another por-
liament will more favor ue and our
causo than this hos done. You may
pleaso lo put my condition into your
souls ; remember, I am a father and an’
husband 3 T have longed earnestly to
return with the last ghip, and with these
yot I have not been willing to \vithdmw‘
my shoulders from the burthen least it
pinch others, and may fall heavy upon
all ; except you aro pleased to give to
me a discharge. If you conceive it nece
essary for me still to attentd this service,
pray you consider nfu be not convenient
that my poor wife ba incouraged to come
aver to me, and to wait together on tho
good pleasaro of God for the end pf this
matter.  You know my many \veinmq
hanging on mo ; how ~my own place
stands, and how many reasons I haye to
cause o to make ligste, yet 1 would
not looso their estates, peace and liberty
by.loaving hostily, Lwrite to my doar
wife, my groat desire of her coming
while Xatay 3 yet left 1t to the froedom
of hor spirit, becauso of tho many dan-
géte; truly at present the. 8008 are dan-
gerous, but not cnmpambly 8o ‘much
nor hkoly to be, becauio of the late
great dofont of the Dutch, and tlmr
presont sending to us officerd, of "] pel\cc,
My: dear friends nlthough it ploared
God himeelf, by many favors to incous-
age ma, yet plonse you to rewmember,
that no man ean stay hero as I do, leav
ing a presont nmploymom there, without
much solf-denial, which T bescech' God
for moare, and for you also, that no pri-
vato respects ar gains, or quarrels may
crzuso you to noglect |ho"public and
common safety, peace and liborties.—
I bessech the blassed God to keep fresh
in ymlr,lhoughlu sefint he hiath done for
Prpvidenca Plantations, My dear ros-
pects to yourselves, wivss nnd children,
I bescech tho etcrnul*God to be seen n-
mongst you :~So prays your most faithi-
ful and affectionato friend and sarvopt,
. Roosr WiLLiansg,!t
P.8. My slovs tosull n_y:lml

1 fri?ndg, ’

Holland and tho nations tremble : This
ol 1hath made the parliament fit Sir Henry
%{Vnﬂo and two or throe more as com-

mlmonera to manago the war, which
Mg: huvo done with much engoging
bt nme -of God With thom, who hath
pp}, {e;l inhelping sixty of ours agninst
nlipst tbmu “hundred of their men of

o
e ‘,Thq onba of blandshed above alluded
Ztowaoythetofa citizen of Nowport,(uamo
‘upknawn) who, it Is snid was tried for

’”~

L nhzgh crime by & Town meoting in

g Nuwnnrl.\ and condemnod. ‘That he

““»’ﬁﬂn faken,* hnmedmloly afler ‘sentence

‘frgm the Town mocting, down tothe

shora nbout \vhem Walnar's whatf now

is, aod there shot, ‘There is no record,

2 oxtant of such a transaction, nor wae be-

: ’nu\vo the naked fact ns stated, viz i—

{ha! the prisonor had no trial oxcept by

Fx‘lho%’l‘own meecting. DBut as it was a

St of'wur with the Dutch, it is alto-

cther, probablo that the indictment

;&%:ght bave beon for treason. 'This

" <tfansaction is iovolved in much doubt

(if it evor fook pince) and as tha Island

was under a regular goverament, with

i f duely commissioned—it is

hard to concsive how o capital trial

ulmuld taka place before & Town meot.
g—~unloss the pri after

Wns indulgedin Bn appeal to tho pedple.

As the Tu\vns of Providence and War-

wick hold all the doings on' the Island

as illegal, and the Towns of Newport

and Portsmouth held those of the former,

in the samo light, that .moy nccount for

the nxprcnmn ““stoopsuco by the com-

missionera in their fetter to Mr. Wil-,

Lams. 1
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Notes on the Rhode Island Memoir

This memoir was published 22 May 1833 in the Rhode-Island Republican, a Newport weekly that
became The Rhode Islander.

The embedded letter by Roger Williams makes a passing yet interesting reference to Sir Arthur
Hesilrige, 2" Bt. The exact character of obstacle he reportedly presented is not clear, but
presumably Sir Arthur continued to support William Coddington, Governor of the Rhode Island
colony (i.e., Portsmouth and Newport). Roger Williams’ mission to London (and to Sir Henry
Vane) was to appeal for relief from Coddington’s commission. Recall that the Rhode Island
colony had been only recently founded by a small group of people who had been expelled from
Massachusetts—e.g., William Dyre and his wife, Mary (Bassett) Dyre—in an act of religious
intolerance and bigotry. No sooner had the new colony been established than bickering
developed among these colonists, leading to a split between towns in the northern area
(Providence and Warwick) and towns in the south (“the Island”). Recall, too, that more than a
decade earlier Sir Arthur had been a principal in establishment of a plantation in this area
(Providence and Narragansett), perhaps for which reason he retained some sense of personal
interest in what later became Rhode Island colony.

The meaning of “Dyre’s proceedings” remains obscure. Perhaps it refers only to the fact that
William Dyre also went to London in 1653, seeking relief from Coddington. Instead, however, it
probably refers to the fact that Dyre returned from London in May with approval for the colony
to take an offensive position against the Dutch (in aid of the Home Country’s conflict with the
Dutch). The town of Newport issued authority for such action and commissioned three officers,
one of them Dyre, as privateers. This authority added to conflict with Providence and Warwick,
which feared that it would lead to trouble with other colonies (and soon it did, when one of the
Newport privateers commandeered a ship belonging to a Massachusetts man).

Accounts of the lives of William Dyre and Mary (Bassett) Dyre offer good insight into the several
aspects of life in the colonies at that time, especially the religious intolerance, squabbles over
territory, and difficulties of negotiating with London during the English civil wars, Cromwellian
Protectorate, and then Restoration.
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